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To the Right Honourable 


George Earl of Berkeley, 
GOV ERNOUR-, 


And to the Right Worſhipful 
THE 


Deeuty and Comerany of Merchants 
trading into the Levant Seas. 


Right Honorable and Right Worſhipful, 

F I had judged thu Diſcourſe 
worthy of the Preſs, both the 
general conſent whereby you ho- 

>r nour' d me with the Title of your 

Servant, and the particular expreſons of 

your Favour to me, would have obliged me 
to publiſh my gratitude in this Dedication, 
though you had not obliged me by your Com- 
mands. Put ſmce I underſtand how unreaſo- 
nably I am cenſured for this Diſcourſe, and 
that thoſe cenſures muſt in ſome manner re- 


A 2 flett 
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DOI 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
flett upon you alſo, who have been pleaſed to 


afford me a more favour able ( haratter ; I 
find my ſelf bound in honour, as well as in 
gratitude andl obedienc”, to vindicate both 
You, and my ſelf, by this Publication. The 
objeftions I need nut here either repeat, or an- 
wer ; they are ſo groundleſs, that every ra- 
tional man will be ſatisfied b reading the 
Sermon, and they which are one , will 
not be convinced by an Epiſtle. Againſt theſe I 

humbly bes your Protettion, P's. as in duty 
bound, T ſhall ever pray for your happineſs, 

and "atk my ſelf wholly to your ſervice, 


My Lord, and Gentlemen, 
Your molt obliged and 
Moſt humble fervanc 


Charles Hickman. 
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SERMON 


J oHrn iv. 21,12, 23. 


Jeſus ſaith unto ber, Woman believe me, the hour cometh 
when ye ſhall neither in this mountain, nor yet at 
Jeruſalem worſhip the Father. 

Ye worſhip ye know not what, we know what we worſhip, 
for ſalvation is of the Jews. 

But the hour cometh, and now is when the true wor - 
ſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth. 


N theſe words our Saviour deter. 
mines the great Controverſic 
Py Which had long depended be- 
rween the Jews and Samaritans, as 
it was propoſed to him by the 
woman of Samaria, in theſe words. 
Our Fathers worſhipped in this mountain, but ye ſay 
that at Jeruſalem is the place where men ought to 
worſhip. Therefore for the full, and poo 
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ble underſtanding of my Text, I ſhall conſi- 


der * 

1. The difterence between the Jews and Sama- 
ritans, 

2. Our Saviours method of reconciling it, and 

3- I ſhall apply the whole in. ſome ulctul re. 
flections upon the differences of theſe our times. 

1. The difference between the Jews and Sama- 
ritans was this; When the Tribes of 1ſrae/ were 
carried Captive ifto Aſſyria, the King'of that Land 
tranſplanted ſeveral Inhabitants of Babylon, and 
the Neighbouring Provinces there, and placed 
them in the Country of Samaria; where at the 
firſt they worſhipped their own Gods, without 
any reſpe& tothe God of T/rael. Bur being terri- 
hed by Lions which infeſted their Land, they 
wiſely imputed this their danger to ſome miſtake 
in their Religion, concluding that the God of the 
Land had brought this Calamity upon rhern for 
the negle&t of his own worſhip, for they knew not 
the manner of the God of the Land. Upon com- 
plaint hereof their King ſenc them one of che 
Prieſts of J/rael 'to inſtruct them ; the Prieſt 
built chem an Altar and a Temple, and appoin- 
red Sacrifices thercin, and ſo made a formal ap. 
pearance of an Independent Church of J/rael. 

Nevertheleſs though they feared the Lord, yet 
they ſerved their Graven Images alſo, for the 
thoughe they had ſufficiently appeaſed the God of 


the 
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the Land by appainting Sacrifices ro him, but 
they pra: Fg cores the Gods of their Native 
Country ; ſo they let up Atramelech and Anamelech, 
the Gods of Sepharvamm, every Nation according to 
their own inventians, and their Devotion was 
abſurdly divided berwixc the Idol and the living 
God. 

This was the riſe and original of the Samaritan 
Sect,.in the days of Sahmaneſer, ſeven hundred 
years before our Saviours time : this was the erue 
Antiquity of their Church, as we find it Recor- 
ded 2 Kings xvii. Howbeit this was not the Anti. 
quity pleaded by the woman in ray Text, neither 
were thele the Fathers which ſhe affirmed to have 
worſhipped in the mountam, but as Nations, fo Re- 
ligions alſo love to boaſt of a long deſcent, and 
derive their pedegree, if it be pollible, from che 
beginning of time: and if they want ſufhcienc 
Authority to make good their plea, a ſmall pre- 
rence or Tradition will ſerve their turn, and ſuch 
a one it was whereby the Samaritans endeavoured 
to juſtifie their ſeparation. 

For the Authority of Salmaneſer not being ſut. 
ficient to eſtabliſh a Church in oppoſition co the 
: mo_ of Jeruſalem, they could find out no better 

expedient both to quiet their own Conlciences, 
and anſwer the objections of their Adverſaries 
the Jews, than by pleading a greater Antiquity for 
their Religion than che Jews themlelves pretended 


tO 


þ 


- OO CC ——_ — ————— 


_— - - 


8 A Sermon Preached \ © 
to, andthatthe worſhippingupon that mountain 
was countenanced- at leaſt; if not commanded, 
before the Temple of Jeruſalem was built, and this 
was no hard thing to prove. For we read 
Gen. xxviii. that Jacob travelling over this moun. 
tain 'to Padan. Aram, (aw 'a viſion of Angels al- 
cending and deſcending ; therefore he took the ſtone 
which he had put for his Pillow and put it up for a 
Pillar, poured Oil upon the top of it, and called the 
the name of that place Bethel, and he vowed a vow, 
that if God would be with him, and bring him back 
to bis Fathers houſe mm peace; then the Lord ſhould 
be bis God, -and that ftone which be ſet up for a Pi. 
lar ſhould be (ods honfe, and he would ſurely pay 
his tenths. And Gen. xxxiii. at his return he did 
buy this parcel of ground and built an Altar there and 
called it El Elohe Iſrael. (i. e.) God the God of 1/. 
rael, according as he promiſed. This is that Be- 
thel which was afterwards made the Scat of the 
Prieſts of Samaria, andthe ſolemn place of their 
worſhip, for ſo we read in the forecited chap. of 
2 Kings, Then one of the Prieſts whom they had carried 
away from Samaria, came and dwelt in Bethel and 
taught them how they ſhould fear the Lord. 

Here we hind a very plauſible pretence for the 
Samaritan ſervice, and (ince it was ſo contrary both 
ro their eaſe and intereſt ro go up to Jeruſalem to 
Sacrifice, no wonder if they made uſe of this Ar- 


gument to ſerve God nearer home. And now the 
Womans 
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womans boaſt ſounds big and ſignificant, Our Fa- 
thers worſhipped in this mountain : Our Fathers ever 
ſince Jacobs time : Onr Fathers for theſe _ 
hundred years, which was ſeven hundred years 
before the Temple of Jeruſalem was built : and 
yet Te ſay that at Jeruſalem i the place where men 
ought to worſhip. That by their Fathers they reckon'd 
from-their Father Jacob we may conclude. 1. Be- 
cauſe Jacob, as we have heard did really worſhip 
in that Mountain. 2. Becauſe they call Jacob Fa- 
ther with a particular expreſſion of Reverence ; 
Art thou greater than our Father Jacob ? 3.Becaule an 

Argument drawn from their Fathers worſhip,had 
been of no force, if the date of that worſhip had 
not commenced before the Temple of Jeruſalem ; 
and the Samaritans mult have contefled themlclves, 
as indeed they were, Schiſmaticks and Apoltates 

from the Church of Iſrael, they had then expoſed 

themſelves ro that terrible objeftion from the 

Jews, Where was your Religion before Salmaneſer ? 

Whereas now they ns confidently ſay to the 
Jews themſelves, where was your Religion before So- 

lomon ? when they thought their own as Ancient 

as their Father Jacob. 

And no wonder that they ſhould call Jacob 
Father, and pretend co be of the ſeed of 1/rael. 
For though after the Captivity the Land was at 
ficlt inhabited by the Babylonſh Nations, yet in 
proceſs of time many of the diſcontented Jews, 
B con- 
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conſulting their eaſe, their intereſt , or their 
humour, revolted to their worſhip, when the 

had once made an appearance of a Church. It 
was no new thing for the Jews to worſhip new 
Gods, and then much more might they worſhip 
him after a new faſhion. Novelties were 
ſtill delightful ro chis unſtable people, and they 
were always flexible to every evil way, on- 
ly ſtitnecked when they ſhould return unto the 
crutch, 

Bur if their calling Jacob Father be not a ſufh- 
cient proof that they were of the lame Original 
with the Jews, yet we may well judg they were 
Brethren , by the wrongs they did one to ano- 
ther. No enmity is ſo great as that between di. 
vided friends; and as we obſerve in the Heavens, 
ſo likewiſe upon Earth, there is no direct oppoſi- 
tion, but berween thoſe Bodies which move in 
the ſame Line, and have ſometimes been in 
Conjun&tion : and this was the cale of the Jews 
and Samaritans: there was ſuch a perfect abhor.- 
rence betwixt them, and the difference of their 
Religion (little as it was, in reſpe& of other Na- 
tions) bred ſuch a diſtance and ſtrangenels in 
their Converſation , that though they flighted 
all the world beſides, yet they only hated one a- 
nother. The Jews accounted all Nations as 
ſtrangers to them, but the Samaritans as their ene- 


mies, which ſhews that they looked not upon them 
as 
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as Proſelytes to their Church, but Apoſtates from 
their Communion. Therefore there was no 
Neighbourhood or Correſpondence amongſt 
them, which made che woman admire and lay, 
How is that thou being a Jew askeſt water of me who 
am a woman of Samaria. For, ſays the Evangeliſt, 
The Jews have no dealing with the Samaritans. And 
therefore the Samaritans refuſed to entertain our 
Saviour, Becauſe his face was as though he would go 
to Jeruſalem. Thole common civilites which Na- 
ture teaches us to ſhew unto all mankind, were 
here denied and grown out of date, becauſe they 
were almoſt, bur not altogether of the ſame Re- 
ligion 
---- En quo diſcordia cives 


Perduxit miſeros ——- 


*Tis ſtrange that the worſhip of God, which was 
deſigned to unite the minds of men, and confirm 
the bonds of friendſhip, ſhould be taught to di- 
vide our hcarts, and ſet Brother againſt Brother ! 
Thar Religion, which is the highet improvement 
of Nature, ſhould blot our our firſt Principles 
of love, and make us forget our Natural Aﬀecti- 
ons! However a Jew may juſtife himſelf in this 
obſtinacy and hardneſs of heart, yer certainly 
wc have otherwile learned Chriſt. 


B 2 There. 
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2. Therefore I proceed ro ſhew our Saviours 
method of reconciling this difference ; And as 
a Preface thereunto we cannot chuſe but admire 
this wonderful inſtance of his Humility, how his 
Goodnels here uſhered in his Truth, and by che 
tender expreſſions of his Love, he made way for 
the power of his Reaſons. Here we hind the 
God of 1 ruth converling with a Samaritan that 
lived in an Idolatrous errour; the powers of 
Heaven and Earth, condeſccading to the weak- 
neſsof a woman; and ſhe a Harlot roo, livin 
in Adulcery, though he was the perfection of all 
Vertue and Goodnels. Neverthelef foregoing 
all thele inequalities, and forgetting the Native 
quarrel of their Countries, he tricndly ſalutes 
her, asif he werenota Jew, or ſhe were no Sa- 
maritan. He friendly informs her who he was, 
and confirms to her his Power, by diſcovering 
the ſecrets of her heart, at length being convinced 
that he was a Prophet, ſhe propoles to. him the 
grand queſtion in debate, Our fathers worſhipped 
m this mountain, and ye ſay that at Jeruſalem is the 
place where men ought to worſhip. To this, and to 
the whole controverſie berween them, our Savi- 
our makes anſwer in three diſtin Heads. 

1. To the place e 

2. To the objett of Worſhip. 
3- To the mannce\ 


And 
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And 1. to the place, the anſwer is : The hour 
cometh when ye ſhall neither in this mountain, nor yet 
at Jeruſalem worſhip the Father. That is, the time 
is coming, When the worſhip of God ſhall not 
neceſſarily be confined , either ro the Temple 
of Jeruſalem, as 1t is..at this day, - or to the moun- 
tain of Samaria, as ye pretend , bur all places 
{hall be indifterent unto God, and ic {hall be law- 
ful for all Nations to appoint unto themlelves (o- 
lemn places of worſhip, without reſpect either 
tothe Temple or the Mountain. 

For whilethe promile was made only to 1/rael 
and his Seed, there was a partition-wall berween 
them and the Gentiles, and their Sacrifices,which 
were the types of that promiſe, were confined 
ro their own Land; therefore their worſhip was 

articular, and their _. _ local, being continu- 
ally celebrated in one place. Which place in 
former days, whilſt Iſrael was a Sojourning Na- 
tion, was changeable at pleaſure : and removed 
with their tents. Thus Ficob let up a Pillar and 
called ic Bethel, the Houſe of God. And for ma- 
ny Ages the-Ark removed from houle to houle : 
but when their Nation was ſettled in the Land of 
Canaan, and God had choſen Sion for his habitation, 
and his reſting place ; thea were all their Sacrifices 
conlignedto the Houle of God, which was built. 
at Jeruſalem, according as he had foretold, Dent. 
Xii.5. Butunto the place which the Lord your God, 


ſhall 


eA Sermon Preached 
ſhall chooſe out of all your Tribes to put his name there, 
even to bis habitation ſhall ye [eek, and thither ſhall ye 
come, and thither ſhall ye bring your burnt Offerings, 
your Sacrifices, and your Tithes, Here we find a 
reſtraint put upon the liberty which the Nation 
formerly enjoyed, and __ Jacob ler up an 
Altar, and vowed to offer up his Tithes at Bethel, 
yet now they would only be accepted ar the 
Temple in Jeruſalem, and neither Prince nor 
—_— could ſeparate themſelves from the wor- 
ſhip of chat place (as the Samaritans did) without 
the guilt of diſobedience and Schilm. 
Nevertheleſs our Saviour lays not this crime to 
their charge, but tells them this diſpute is now 
growing out of dare. The time is coming when 
the partition-wall ſhall be broken down, and all 
Narions ſhall be equally admitted to the worſhip 
of God, without any compliance to the Dilſct- 
pline of the Jewiſh Church, which being both 
remporary, and local, was now in the fulneſs of 
time to be utterly aboliſhed. chough the promile 
was made only to Abraham and his Seed ; and 
that promile lolemnized only at the Temple; 
= the time was coming when the Temple ſhould 
deſtroyed, and God would raiſe up from thoſe 
ſtones, even from the ruins of the Temple; 
children unto Abraham. The mighty Fabrick ſhould 
fall down, and in three days a more glorious than 
ehat ſhould be erected inſtead thereof, So much 
for the Place, 2. As 
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2. As for the Obje&t of their worſhip, the an- 


ſweris ; Ie worſhip ye know not what, we know what 
we worſhip, for ſdvation is of the Jews. Here the 
Samaritan Church ftood in great need of a Refor- 
mation: for though they feared the Lord, yet 
they lerved their own Gods alſo, after the man- 
nerof the Nations. And though by the trequenr 
Converſion of Jews to their Church they had laid 
by the groſſer parts of their Idolatry , yet they 
kept their Idols,and graven Images in their houſes, 
and worſhiped according to our Saviours words, 
they knew not what. In this reſpe& our Saviour ad- 
judges the Caule to the Jewiſh (ide, alledging thac 
though the Ceremonial part of their worthip was 
now expiring, yet the (ubſtance thereof ſhould 
never change, God is the ſame for ever, and the 
object of their worſhip ſhall remain throughout 
all Ages. They are the only Church which cruly 
acknowledges the only true God, and therefore 
Salvation is of the Jews and from them it ſhall be 
derived to all other Nations. 

But 3. Though the Jews did worſhip the true 
God, yet the manner of worſhip was 1mperfect 
and deficient even amongſt them: and the im. 

rfetion thereot conſiſted herein ; while their 
wars depended upon ovrward forms alone, and 
they were taught to offer up the fruits of their bo- 
dily labour for the Sins of their Soul ; whilſt they 
meaſured their obedience by theſe dead works of 

the 
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the Law, and their devotion only by hearing or 
repcating the forms preſcribed by Moſes; then 
could this people draw nigh unto God with their 
mouths, when their heart was far from him. 
When the Sacrifice was ended, their work was 
done ; and they could return to their fins with this 
latisfaRtion, that the ſcape- Goat in the wilderneſs 
had carryed off all their tranigreſſions that were 
= and the Goats in their Folds could expiate 
or all that was to come. Thus they thought 
they might obtain forgiveneſs of cheir hs, with- 
out any Reformation of their Minds: for their 
Fleſh was always willing, but their Spirit was al. 
ways weak. 

Thus the Jews worſhipped the true God by types 
and figures, but the Samaritans worſhiped types 
and figures for the true God : that worſhip was 
true but imperfect, this was neither perfe&t nor 
erue, Therefore for the inſtruction of both Jew 
and Samaritan, our Saviour tells them that The 
hour cometh and now is when the true worſhippers ſhall 
Worſhip the Father in Spirit and im Truth. In Spirit 
firſt, co diſtinguiſh the Goſpel-ſervice from the 
ſhadows of the Jewiſh Law, which in Scripture 
are called carnal ordinances. And then in Truth to 
divide it from the Samaritan Idolatry, and all o- 
cher ſuperſtitious errors. To worthip in Spurit 
therefore is to bow the knees of our heart, and 
not content our ſel yes with che outward devotion 


of 
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of the body alone, which could not make him that did 
the ſervice perfett, as pertamimy to the Conſcience ; but 
ro offer up the only acceptable Sacrifice of a bro- 
ken and contrite Spirit. To worthip God in Truth 
is to worſhip the true God in ſuch a manner as he 
has direted, without profaning his ſervice, a5 
the Samaritans did, by a mixture of Heathenilh 
Superſticions, and Idols which are called Ges. 
And thole who thus worſhip the Father © Spirit 
and in Truth, our Saviour terms the true worſh1p- 
pers : for the diſcovery of whom | proceed in che 
third place to apply the former diſcourſe to the 
prelent times, that by our Saviours deciding this 
Controverſie, we may be able to pals ſome judg- 
ment upon the Controverlies of thele our days, 
which have ſo miſerably rent our Nation, and do 
lively repreſent unto us the antient dilcord be- 
eween the Jews and the Samaritans. 

And herein I muſt beg your favour and patience, 
it Iam neceſlarily led, not by my own inclinati- 
ons, bur by the method of my Text; to touch 
upon ſome of thoſe fores which ſo unhappily at- 
fli& us, that they cannot be heal'd without hand- 
ling, nor handled without regret and pain : and 
yet as [ ſhall avoid all unneceflary, unproficable 
provocations, and endeavour with a tender hand 
not to enlarge, bur to clole the wound , fo | hope 
none will be offended at this charitable de- 
l1gn, eſpecially in defence of that Church _ 
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of we all here profcls our ſelves to be Members, 

1. Then, As in tholc days,ſo now allo we find, 
that of all the diſputes which divide the hearts of 
men, and dilaftet them from each other, there 
are none raiſed with more Ignorance and Pride, 
carried on with more Heat and Animoſity, nor 
concluded with more Labour and Diffculty, than 


thoſe which concern Religion, and the different 


ways of worſhipping God. No Opinion is fo 
abſurd bur it will ſerve to lay the toundation of a 
Schiſm amongſt the diſcontented inconſideratc 
mulcirude; and gain ſturdy Proelytes too, in 
{pight of all the convictions of Reaſon; if it 
can plead cither eaſe or intereſt in its behalf. For 
though all Nations do agree in the certainty of a 
God, and the neceſſity of his worſhip, yer when 
men think themſelves ſo wondertully wiſe, that 
neither the height nor depth of his wiſdom are 
beyond his reach ; when they will intrude into the 
Counſels of the Almighty, and ſhape his wor- 
ſhip according tothe extravagance of their fancy, 
then does their wildom degenerate into igno- 
rance, and the ſtrength of their reaſon only be- 
trays themro labour and folly. Hardly do we gueſs 
aright at the things upon Earth, and with labour do we 
find the things that are before us ; but the things that are 
im Heaven who bath ſearched out, and thy Counſels 
who bath known 2 ſaid the wilelt of men. 


Bur 
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Burt though the Ignorance of man begreat, yet 
enerally his Pride is greater than that ; and choſe 


d FG Notions which in his vanity he has concei- 


ved, in his obſtinacy he will defend. There are 
few ſo ingenuous as to confeſs an error, and the 
moſt ignorant are always the hardeſt to con- 
vince. They will impoletheir own fancies upon 
others with r th eagerneſs, as if they really were, 
what they fallly ſtile them, the only Divine 
Truths, and immediate Revelations of God ; 
and co disbelieve their Opinion, is to renounce 
cheir friendſhip. Thus the Heathens, chough they 
had no knowledg of God, yet they alſo would 
fight pro aris & focis, for their Gods, as well as 
their Country ; and the ſharpeſt Perſecurions that 
the world ever ſaw, were raiſed by the RomiſÞ 
Emperors hrſt, and after them by their Succeſlors, 
the Romiſh Biſhops, againſt the prafeſſours of the 
rue Primitive Cheilflanicy, No wars are ſo 
bloody as thoſe which are backed with Religion; 
and when men hight, juſt as chey pray, for they 
know not what, the contention grows warm ac- 
cording to the Zeal of the Combatants, and the 
war will end they know not when. For Empire may 
more ealily be confined, like the Ocean wichin 
its banks; and Intereſt knows its own bounds ; 
only Opinion is a boundleſs thing, like the over- 
flowing of a River, it ſpreads it elf far and wide ; 
and our thoughts, which are ungovyernable in 

-\& cthem- 
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themſelves, cannot be overruled by any power. 
No prelcription can be pleaded in the things of 
God, and no length of time can reconcile the 
difterence of belict., The Sword; it ſelf which 
decides all other Controverſies, has no control 
over the Minds and Conſciences of men, and 
though the Iron enters into their very ſouls, yet it can- 
not ſubdue, or change one thought therein, 
What ſhall we ſay then ? is it the happineſs or 
misfortune of our Natures, that our Spirits are thus 
invincible, and no Authority 1s ſo great as that 
which governs in our own breaſt ? "Tis a happi- 
neſs inthis, that neither tribulation nor anguiſh, per- 
ſecution nor death, principalities nor powers, can ſepa- 
rate us from the love of Chriſt, and the Faith in his 
Name ; but *tis a misfortune likewiſe, that nei- 
ther height nor depth, nor Angels nor Men, nor things 
preſent nor things to come, can reclaim us from a 
falſe Religion,or bring us into the paths of peace. 
"Tis a happineſs to thoſe that have embraced the 
Truth, bur a curſe to them that live in Error. And 
ſince every Party and FaCftion, how erroneous (0. 
ever, does yet conclude it ſelf ro be in the right, 
from hence we may learn that the True Religion 
muſt not, becauſe it cannot, be propagated by vio- 
lence and blood ; but amidſt all che ſeveral pre. 
tences, whereby ſo many, and ſo diflerent Par- 
ties lay claim to the only true Church , if we 


would know to whom this infant Primitive 
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Truth belongs, we muſt direct our judgment as 
the wife Solomon did, and give up the Caule to 
them that fhirit lay down the Sword; Righteoul- 
nels and Peace can never be divided; and the 
Goſpel of Truth is allo the Goſpel ot Love. 

With what pretence then of Piety, or Chri- 
{tianicy, can the enemies of our Faith jultihe their 
reproachtul and delpighttul ulage of us ? That 
they ſhould endeavour thus by Fire and Sword, 
to extirpate our Lives togerher with our Religion, 
and lay both our Church and Nation in the dult. 
That they who are our Brethren, bone of our 
bone, and fleſh of our fleſh, ſhould riſe up a- 
gainſt us, and forge: their Bowels of compaſſion, 
and their Fathers houſe, That they ſhould deny 
us the ordinary Civilities of mankind, and like 
Jews unto the Samaritans, allow no dealings with 
us. That they ſhould Excommunicare us from 
their Society with the out-caſt of the people, and 
brand a whole Church with the bank] title of 
wicked, and prophane. That they ſhould re- 
tule ro admit us to their houſes, becauſe we come 
not into their Temples; and reje&t us becauſe our 
faces are as though we would go to Jeruſalem. Have 
they found ſuch dealings trom us? Has not our 
Church been ſtill inviting them co her Communi- 
on, and xeady to- embrace her greateſt adverla- 
ries With the Arms of kindneſs 2 Is not Peace 
and Submiſſion her Glory, and Charity the very 
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Character whereby ſhe ſtands diſtinguiſhed from 
all other Churches 2 Has it not been her conſtanc 
Practice, as wellas Profeſſion, to promote a re- 
conciliation of all difterences where it may be 
had and only lament the want of it where it can- 
not be obtained; to be induſtrious for the union 
and conſent of her Children, and favourably 
charitable to all Ar Diflenters ? Nay is ſhe 
not upbraided for being ſo? Is not this her Charity 
and Kindnels become her reproach, and an occa- 
ſion to her adverſaries to ſlander her for Heretical 
onthe one hand, and Popith on the other ? And 
as ſuch ſhe has been uſed, the has ſuffered Mar- 
tyrdom-under both theſe ſhapes, and as the Ro- 
mans dealt with the Primitive Chrittians ; ſo they 
alſo put us under the hateful diſguiſes of Lions, 
and Bears, and then worry us, as if we were [uch 
indeed. 

But certainly we are not more Idolatrous, or 
more Heretical than the Samaritans ; nor are they 
more Righteous than our Saviour. And yet he 
dealc not fo with thoſe that were enemies both 
to him and the Truth. When his Diſciples would 
have called down fire from Heaven ro puniſh 
their unkindnefs, he reproved their unwarranted 
Zeal, ſaying Ye know not what Spirit ye are of though 
their worſhip was Idolatrous, yet he would give 
even Idolaters their due, and allow them human 


affections, as well as human frailties : peoving 
that 
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that a Samaritan may be a good Neighbour, when 


neicher Prielt nor Levite would give two pence 
to deſerve that name. Though he was the wil- 
dom of God from the beginning, yer he conde- 
iſcended to the weakneſs of a viorman, which 
was anenemy both to his Church and Nation : 
he gently reproves her vice, and friendly corrects 
her errors, and though his Diſciples marveled at 
the ſight, yer he thought it no diſparagement to 
his Divinity ; for he came to call ſinners to Repen- 
trance, and Preach the Goſpel ro the Poor. And 
no wonder that he ſhould do ſo, for what man 
is not both poor and ſinful in the ſight of God ? 
How blind is the Knowledg, and how weak the 
Vertue of che beſt of us, when compared with 
thole infinite unmeaſurable powers which are in 
the Fountain and Foundation of all our good ? 
And then how ſmall will che diſtance appear be- 
rween us men ? *Tis like the dividing of a tittle, 
the whole is lo ſmall, chat, nothing but a Magni- 
fying-Glaſs can diſcover the i of the 
parts. One Star diftereth from another Star in 
Glory, and though the Moon makes ſome diſco. 
very thereof, obſcuring one, and leaving an im- 
perfect luſtre upon the other, yer the Sun Eclipſ- 
eth all alike, all their glories diſappear before 
him, and1o the great contention ceaſeth. Even 
ſo are our good deeds before God; they are fo 
few, and ſo imperte&t, that it is not our merit; 
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bur his mercy alone that createsthe difference : he 
can forgive much as well as little ; the Samaritan 
by him may be termed good, and the Publican 
admitted to his preſence, when the obltinate con. 
ceited Phariſee {hall be for ever excluded. 

Therefore why boaſteſt thou thy lelt, O vain 
man, as if all the treaſures of vertue and know- 
ledg wcre centered in thy own breaſt * Who is 
ignorant and thou art not ignorant, who is ſinful 
and thou art not ſo? Deſpile not then the weak- 
nels of thy Brother, leſt thou alſo be deſpiſed , 
judg not his infirmiries, leſt thereby thou bring a 
juſt judgment upon thy own head, leſt thou allo 
be ſeverely judged by the Righteous God ; Bur 
rather ſtudy peace with all men, be juſt co their 
merits, favourable to their frailties , and only 
ſevcre upon thy own lelt. So will God accept of 
thy humility, and thy humility will recommend 
thy Faith ; as thou haſt dealt with others, ſo will 
God deal with thee alſo, he will reward thy good 
deeds, and pardon what thou in ignorance haſt 
done amiſs. Then ſhall thy worſhip be always 
acceptable in his ſight, and by granting thy hum- 
ble Petitions, he will turn all thy Praycrs into 
Praiſes and Thankſgivings. 

This is the firſt Character of the true worſhip 
taken from the temper of the worſhippers, 't1s 
our Saviours own Rule, le ſhall know them by 
their fruits, and the Fruits of the Goſpel we know, 
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are Peace, Charity, Humility and Love, Love 
is the fulfillmg of the Law, and che great glory ot the 
Goſpel, and where this virtue is wanting there 
can = no pretence of Godlineſs, no ſhew ot a 
Chriſtian Church. 

The next Character may be taken from the 
place of worlhip ; or fathers worſhiped in this moun- 
tain, ſaid the Samaritans, to juſtihe their Separa- 
tion; and lo ſay the Romaniſts unto us, Our Fa- 
thers worſhiped in this City, the Fathers of the 
Church plead for us, and Antiquity is on our (ide, 
and where was your Church betore Luther* To 
this the Anſwer 1s as obvious as erue, Our Fathers 
worſhiped at Rome, but not all our Fathers, tor 
from the beginning there were ſeveral pious and 
learned Fathers and Martyrs of the Chriſtian 
faith, that own'd no dependence upon the Church 
of Rome. There was then a Roman, but not a 
Roman Catholick Church. It was not Chriſtian 
Humilicy and che Primitive Simplicity of the Go- 
ſpel, but Pride and Secular Intereſt that mov'd 
Us later Paſtors of chat Church to bring all Na- 
tions under their yoke. "Twas that Lordly hu- 
mour which our Saviour reprov'd in the lons of 
Zebedee, when they ſtrove to be accounted great- 
eſt, telling them chart this ambicion more became 
the Heathens than his Diſciples; the Kings of the 
Gentiles, ye know, exerciſe dominion, but it ſhall not 


be ſo amongſt you. 
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Our fathers worſhipped at Rome ; it may be ſo. 
So did Facob in themountain of Samaria, when the 
whole Church of God conlifted only in him, and 
his Fathers houle : and yet this was no plea againſt 
the worſhip of the Temple,when God had choſen 
that place for his Habitation; and our Fathers 
whothemlſelves worthiped at Rome, have not told 
us that at Rome is the place where we alſo ought 
ro worſhip. If chere mult ſtill be one Holy City 
to which all the tribes muſt go up, certainly Jeruſalem, 
that City of Peace, had been a fitter place tor the 
Seat of that Univerſal Empire, than home, which 
was always the Seat of War, and only made great 
by Tyrannies and Invaſions upon all the world. 
if that time of liberty be come when our worſhip 
ſhall not be confined either roche Temple of Je- 
ruſalem, or the Mountain of Samaria, we may alſo 
conclude ; that neither at Rome ſhall we worſhip 
the Father. 

Bur yet our Fathers worſhipped at Rome. *Tis 
true, but Rome was not then what now it is; 
their Church and Faith was then as glorious as 
now tis offenſive to all the world. It exerciſed 
then no unjuſt Uſurparions, either upon the Per- 
ſons or Conſciences of men, but wa Obedicnce 
to God and his Vicegerents upon Earth. No man 
under what title ſoever at in the Seat of God, 
impoſing upon the beliet of others, and creating 
new Articles of Faith ; bur in all things they ſub- 
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mitted themiclves to the word of God, as their 
only Univerſal Infallible Judg. And there was 
our Church before Luther, and even before Pope- 
ry it ſelf. Burt now ſince her innvoations are mul- 
tiplyed, and ſhe has departed from the Truth, 
no wonder if we forGgke her in thole things 
wherein ſhe has forſaken Chriſt, and fly from this 
City, becauſe of her abominations. Her Fathers 
which worſhipped in that place, will not now 
jultihe theſe degenerated Children, and fince they 
boaſt ſo much of cheir antiquity, we muſt needs 
reckon the date of cheir worſhip, like that of the 
Samaritans, not from their Father Jacob, a Holy 
Patriarch, but from Salmaneſer, a Babyloniſh 
Prince. 

Again, Our Fathers worſhipped in this mountain, 
and therefore ſo do we, laid the Samaritans. Thus 
allo many amongſt us ſay. Our Fathers the Apo- 
ſtles, and Primitive Martys of the Church, wor- 
ſhipped in Mountains, Dens, Caves, and pri. 
vate Houles, and therefore ſo may we allo. To 
this | anſwer that the Apoſtles worſhipped in the 
Temple and Publick Aſſemblies allo, when 
they might be permitted ; and it was only the ini- 
quity and necelſity of the times that drove them 
into private places; which neceſſity being now 
removed, a leparation from the Publick Afſem. 
blies upon the bare account of Chriſtian Liberty, 
grounded upon that Pra&tice of the Apoſtles, is 
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Do more juſtifiable, than that of the Samaritans 
from .the Jewiſh Church upon the Authority of 
their Father Jacob. * Tis as it we ſhould ſay, Our 
Fathers the Apoſtles admitted none into the 
Church by Bapualm, unlels they could hrlt give 
an account of their Faith, and therctore now alſo 
it is unlawful ro Bapcile Infants that have no 
knowledg of Chriſt. Or thus, our Fathers Abe/, 
Enoch, and others, were forced to marry their 
own Siſters, when there were no other women 
in the world, and therefore we may do the like. 
Here we ſee what was commendable in the Apo- 
{tles is pernicious in us, what was neceſlary in 
our fore-Fathers is abominable Inceſt in our 
times : ſo deceitful may an Argument prove 
drawn from the practice of our Fathers, 1t we 
make not allowance for the diftcrent circumſtan- 
ces, and neceſlitics of the times. 

The third Character of the cruc worſhippers 
may be taken from the object of their worthip. 
le worſhip ye know not what, laid our Saviour. And 
ſo may we allo lay to the Romaniſts, ye worthip 
Idols, Graven Images, Reliques, Sepulchres, Mi. 
raculous Trifles, Superſticious Legends, and ye 
know not what. And though perhaps the more 
wiſe and learned of that Communion may be (o 
clear-ſighted, as to look beyond chis veil of wood 
and ſtone, and have an Eye upon the true God, 
whom they thus falily reprelenc ; yer certainly the 
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=m_— mulcitude fall down and pay a real wor- 
ipto theſe beggarly Elements : and then how 
can they themſelves be excuſed, who by theſe un- 
warranted practices have brought the pevple into 
Idolacry ? 

The tourth and laſt remark upon the worſhip- 
pers of theſe times, may be concerning the man- 
ner of their worſhip, which our Saviour has 
commanded to be 1 Spirit and m Truth. By Spt- 
rit here we mult underſtand, firſt, the faculues of 
the Soul, which is the Spirit of a man; and lecond- 
ly the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which is the Spirit 
of God. In the firſt ſence-we are taught that God 
is a Spirit, and we muſt worſhip him in our Spirit ; all 
our thoughts and inward faculties mult be im- 
ployed in his ſervice, and we muft adore him 
with all our heart, our mind, our ſoul, and our ſtrength : 
our underſtandings muſt beclear and apprehen- 
ſive of what we want; our Wills muſt be ready 
and active codraw up our wants into Petitions; 
and our afteftions mult be zealous and inflamed 
ro hand up our Petitions to the Throne of Grace : 
lo ſpiritual and refhned, that they may convey 
our Prayers to Heaven; ſo powerful and ſtrong 
as to bring down Heaven tous. And this is nor 
to be done by painful noile and exerciſe of the 
Body, but by che quick and ſprightly motions of 
the ſoul. Thele are the faculties which we muſt 
employ in the ſervice of God, and thus we mujt 
worſhip n Spurit. Bur 
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But what man is lufhcient for theſe things ? Our 
underſtandings are naturally ſo dull, our wills ſo 
corrupt, and our affections ſo diſturbed, that of 
our ſelves we know not what to ask, nor how to 
Pray. Therefore when — to the firſt Rule 
we have by humility preparcd our hearts for 
Prayer, then does the ſpirit of God deſcend upon 
us, and help our infirmities : he builds upon che 
Foundations of Nature, improves our under- 
ſtanding intoa ſtedfaſt Faith, quickens our wills 
and dclires with a ſure hope and confidence in 
God, and inflames our afte&tions with a Divine 
love. He ſo enlightens our Eyes as that we may 
look up and behold the Heavens opened to admir 
our ſupplications, and fo purifes our hearts that 
we may be worthy to receive the rays of Divine 
Majeſty into our boſom in the happy return of our 
Prayers. Thele are the gifts of the Spirit whereby 
he directs and afliſts us in our Prayers and Suppli- 
cations, and thus we muſt worſhip in Spirit and in 
1ruth. 

Andif we take our meaſures of the Rom ſer- 
vice by this Rule, we ſhall find it very deficient. 
As for inſtance, their Praying in an unknown 
Tongue. How can jrhe ſpirit of a man be moved 
by that which he does not underſtand ? How can 
a man be edihed by thoſe words which only enter 
into his outward Ears,and neverſink into his heart? 
it is not the turning over ſo many Beads, nor the 
kneel- 
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kneeling lo long upon our knees thatcompleats 
the worſhip of God, or prepares a Sacrifice wor- 
thy of him; bur the lifting up of our hearts, as 
well as our hands to his Holy place : therefore 
we may ſay of this ſort of Prayer as St. Paul did of 
the Preaching in his time, yet in the Church 1 had 
rather ſpeak five words with my underſtanding, that 
by my voice I might teach others alſo, than ten thouſand 
words in an unknown Tongue. This practice ſavours 
roo much of the blind tormal Devotion of —_— 
Synagogue, and can never be proved to be the 
true Chriſtian worſhip, except they can convince 
us that miraculous effuſion of the Spirit is ſtill 
continued to the Church, and men may now un- 
derftand theſe unknown Tongues by the ſame 
Miracle whereby the Apoſtles ſpake them. 

And as the Romiſh Church is deficient herein,ſo 
our Diſlenting Brethren, notwithſtanding all their 
pretences to the Spirit, do not at all abound ; who 
by a new and ſtrange Interpretation have forced 
this expreſſion of worſhipping in the Spirit to lignifie 
only Extempore Prayer, — confined all theſe No- 
ble and Divine influences of the Holy Ghoſt, co 
the mean ungenerous purpoſes of fupplying the 
defects of our ſpeech, and inventing words for 
our imperfect thoughts. As if forwardneſs of be- 
haviour, confidence of Face, and readineſs of 
the Tongue, which are the reproachful Cha- 
rafters of a troubleſome Companion, were 

now 


_————— _ 


WY 
\ 8 % 
— — ey mm MG — 
Rm In 


32 A Sermon Preached 
now become the only teſts of a gifted Brother. 

But (uppoſing readineſs of Expreſſion to be re- 
ally a gift of the Spirit, yer how ſhall we know 
by what Spirit it is thatthis man ſpeaks ? There is 
a deluding Spirit, which under a pretence of ex- 
traordinary Piety has drawn multitudes together 
into extraordinary evils; and thisis no new thing 
eſpecially in chele our days. There is a Spirit of 
Contention, ' whereby many pretend ro 2 more 
eminent degree of vertue, and yer intend only 
a more eminent place of honour to themſelves. 
Such was the Spirit whereby the Sons of Zebedee 
prayed, that they might fit one on the right hand 
of our Saviour, and the other onthe lefr, There 
is a Spirit of Vanity and Oſtentation, and ſuch a 
one it was that exalted Herod into his Throne, 
clothed him with his Royal Apparel, and prom. 
pted to him that vain-glorious Oration which he 
made unto the people. All thele gow fail not 
rogive utterancetorthe perſon poſleſled therewith, 
according to the mighty working of their Error, 
cheir [ntereſt, or their Pride : as particularly to 
Herod in ſo fluent and divine a manner, that the 
poor deluded people took him not for a man bur 
God. Therefore It availeth very lictle for a man 
to have the gift of ſpcaking by the Spirit, except the 
people have the gift alſo of diſcerning the Spirit by 
which he ſpeaks; and this is a gift not very uſual 
or remarkable in thole that are the admirers of this 
ſorr of worſhip. Since 
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Since thercfore the Age of Miracles is gone, 
and the immediate mouth of the Holy Ghoſt is 
departed from us, 'tis tater for us to trult to thoſe 
Prayers which the wilcſt and beſt of men amongſt 
us (even thole ro whom under Chriſt we owe our 
Religion and Reformation) have compiled with 
great Piety and Prudence, and maintained with 
Conſtancy and Perſeverance, even to Martyr- 
dom ; rather than to rely on the unskilful uadi- 
geſted Prayers of every forward inconſideratc 
worſhipper. Who would not quit the wild ro- 
ving fancies of ſuch as Pray for they think nor, 
they know not what; to joyn in thele Petitions 
which are ſoplain and eatice, that they are agree- 
able to the capacities of the meaneſt; fo judici- 
ous and accurate as to latishe the wileſt men : (6 
full and copious as to ſupply che wants of the 
greateſt ſinners, ſo Subſtancial, Pious and Grave, 
as may befit the greatelt Saints ? 

As for thole | any ck quarrel with the mat- 
ter of our Prayers, we ſay no more bur that all hu- 
man things are ſubject roerrors, and when they can 
find our better we ſhall willingly ſubmit to the 
change. As for thoſe that find faule withthe manner 
of them, and ſay theſe ſer Forms do ſtint the Holy 
Ghoſt, and quench the Spirit, I anſwer 'tis very 
ſtrange, that theſe words which were compoied 
with the greateſt Arr and Induſtry of man, and 
with as great a mealure at leaſt of the Holy Spirit 
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as any private perſon can pretend unto, ſhould 
come at length to be delpiſed, as flat and inſ1gni- 
fhcant, Rhetorick and a well tramed Compolure 
were wont to raile our afte&tions, and heighten 
our Devotion, and can nothing move us now but 
what is remarkable tor bcing mean, and che rude 
product of our firſt thoughts ? Cercainly it is nor 
the goodnels, but the newnels of this faſhion that 
draws the people after it; and the love of Novel- 
ty isin all caſes a ſign of Levity, bur in Religion it 
is commonly the cauſe of Superſtition. *T 1s on- 
ly a debauched and wanton ſtomach that re- 
quires variety of taſts, and a conſtant Appetite 
is nor only the ſign, but alſo the cauſe ot Health. 

Bur I would willingly know wherein a ſet form 
of Prayers docs ſtint the Spirit ; cannot our Spirit 
be rouched with a fence. of our wants, and an 
ardent delire of a lupply as well by a premeditated 
as an extempore Prayer * Cannot we Pray as Sp1- 
ritually, and as effetually in that perfect form 
of words which were preſcribed by our Saviour, 
as in thoſe which are conceived by man ? Cannor 
we lifrup our hearts to God with as much Zeal 
and Devotion in one of the Plalms of David (tors 
they are Spiritual Songs) as in the ſudden tranſports 
of a private Spiric? dares any man be ſoprelum- 
ptuous, lo blalphemous, as co ſay that thele Forms 
of worſhip are cold, jejune, and do ſtintthe Spi- 
ric? where then is their Argument againlt pre- 
Icribed Licurgies ? Bur 
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But whar if the Spiric ſhould be ſtinted ! A Spi- 
ritis an unruly thing, and 'tis fic it ſhould be cir- 
cumlicribed. It the Spirit of St. Peter had beet: 
confined within the bounds of Prudence, he had 
elcaptd many ſevere cenſures ro which the evira- 
vagance of his Zeal expoſed him. When he Prayed 
that ws might build Alrars to Mofes and Elias, the 
Evangeliſts upbraids him with a Spirit of inconſi. 
deration. When he Prayed againlt the Paſſion of 
our Saviour, he rebuked his Spirit for Diabolical ; 
ſaying, Get thee behind me Satan. And}if the 
Spirit of the Great Apoſtle was ſubje&t co ſuch er- 
rors in Prayer, what greater conhdence can we 
have in ournew unpraCtiſed uninſpired profeſſors ? 

To conclude, it neither the command of our 
Saviour, nor the practice of all ſetrled Churches 
throughout the world, both Jewiſh and Chriſti. 
an, can be of ſufficient Authority co weigh down 
this new Model of Divinity : if nothing but Ma- 
themarical Demonſtrations can convince them of 
the truch, and the leaſt ſhadow of an Argumcnt 
will ſerve to conhrm them in their errors : if nei- 
ther realon nor kindnels can reclaim them : I 
hope 'tis no breach of Charity to think that ic is 
not the Spirit of Prayer, bur the Spirit of Oſtentation 
that animates their Aſſemblies, and encourages 
this ungrounded Separation. And fince all hu- 
man means have proved ineffectual, we mult 
commit the Caule ro God, who is the ſearcher 


of 


- Ma" 
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Or in en neon en 


of all hearts, and Pray that by the powerof his 
love he would come amongſt us, and tfirn the 
hearts of.our diſaftefted Brethren :That he would 
remove their prejudices, and enlighten theix 
underſtandings ; abate their heats, and warm 
their affections towards us, that they would leave 
off their. upchazitable cenſures, and ſhew forth 
the putiry of cheir Faith by their certain gifts of the 
Spirits, Humility and Love. That they would 
for once ſuppoſe us to be but as Wile,as Vertuous, 
and as Sincere as they; and after a kind imparrial 
tryal, 1 doubt -not but their Charity will either 
pronounce us good,.. or their Converſation will 
make us better, 
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